Children are Learning Pillar Committee
February 11, 2016 – Pathstone Mental Health (3340 Schmon Parkway)
Attendees:
Regrets:

Lizabeth Brant, Lorrey Arial Bonilla, Kim Cole, Debbie Hamilton, Laura Martin, Sandra Noel, Laura Rasmussen, Jennifer Smith, Kelly Wilcox, Karina Armstrong (recorder)
Kendall Cappellazzo, Donna Dalgleish, Michelle Knapman, Amy Romagnoli, Ashley Short, Gina Spratt

Item
Review of Minutes

-

Calendar Update

-

-

BEC – Children are Learning

Discussion
January 14, 2016 meeting minutes were approved without change.
More photos are coming in from the Niagara Regional Native Centre, as well as infant photos from the Niagara
Falls Public Library. L. Martin will email the latest pictures taken at the Library.
The photographer is booked for PFLCs. Winter play could be captured now with the snowy weather.
The table discussed capturing “belonging” in Pillar messaging, similar to the Branscombe Centre’s “How Does
Learning Happen” display board. Linking the calendar with “How Does Learning Happen” would support educators
with this concept.
The table shared printing quotes. Most options were similar, but still appear higher cost than expected. J. Smith
may be able to secure printing through the DSBN. S. Noel will look into Costco as a possible option for calendar
printing. Vista Print could be a possibility as well, which BEC will research.
The Canadian Tire application is being reviewed this month, which may result in additional funding if accepted.
BEC is following up on this process.
The environment strongly affects the relationships captured (e.g. parents with kids on the ground rather than
sitting in chairs, over-simulating colours of background, etc.). If we give the photographer the list of things yet to
capture, we may have more success if she can gently engineer the stage.
L. Arial Bonilla brought up how London Bridge Child Care Services also produced a calendar from a photo study
with similar goals and mission as Children are Learning. She will find out who printed their calendar and get a copy
for reference.
Once all photos are taken, no more than 20 pictures should be chosen for final printing. The table discussed
sending an open invitation to the NCPC for any members and educators who would like to help select the photos,
include lunch and a contest element. The Children are Learning Chairs will bring it up at the Executive Committee
meeting.
We want people to look deeper into the pictures and what is happening in each photo. More photos of these
types are needed:
• More babies with simple backgrounds
• Snow and rainy day play
• Snacks and self-care
• Inclusive therapy program and children who need unique modifications to meet their special needs
• Pedagogical Inquiry
• Engaged young dads
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Action
L. Martin will share the
photos taken at NFPL.

S. Noel will look into
Costco as a possible
option for calendar
printing.
BEC will research Vista
Print quotes.
Chairs will discuss a
photo selection
meeting at the
Executive Committee
meeting.
More pictures will be
taken to add to the
selection for the final
product.
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Item
Updates

Discussion
Kindergarten Program
- J. Smith announced that the new Kindergarten Program document is ready for release and that there are 4 new
headings in the Kindergarten Program:
1. Belonging & Contributing,
2. Self-Regulation & Wellbeing,
3. Demonstrating Literacy & Mathematics Behaviours, and
4. Problem Solving & Innovating.
- Expectations will be intertwined, falling in one or all categories listed above, and are now more individualized.
- Math expectations have changed. Report cards will be updated, eliminating the checklist format. Everything will
be ready for implementation in September.

Action

Speech Services Niagara
- D. Hamilton announced that Speech Services Niagara has hired a new speech pathologist, Katherine Grainger,
who speaks French and is also involved in emergent literacy.
- Feedback shows that the current model is working well. The Niagara Emergent Literacy Consortium had a large
discussion about the school boards initiating language learning. Eight schools were selected based on language
learning, and are excited about teaching engagement opportunities.
- In May, Kitchener-Waterloo Speech Services representatives are coming to talk about their community emergent
literacy group, community partners and agreements, and how they developed this relationship. Keynote speakers
are being recruited for the annual literacy conference on the weekend of November 14th.
- K. Wilcox stated that video feedback for the “Learning Language and Loving It” program was very positive, and
that Video Feedback 2 will happen in March.
- On March 1, Ministry representatives will be coming for a Niagara Child Care Sector forum around questions that
many organizations have about program statement, criminal reference checks, etc. On March 9th, D. Harwood will
host a webinar for Phase 2 of the Child Care Early Years Act, 2014 regulations, which will be recorded and put on
the Niagara Child Care Sector page.
ECCDC
- L. Arial Bonilla shared professional learning opportunities at ECCDC. Specific to Children are Learning is the
Documentation as Relationship Series on April 9th with guest speakers Karyn Callaghan and Jason Avery. Included
in registration is a copy of their book, Documenting Children’s Meaning: Engaging in Design and Creativity with
Children and Families.
Meeting Dates

BEC – Children are Learning

Unless otherwise stated, all Children are Learning meetings will occur from 9:00am to 11:00am at Pathstone Mental
Health.
Thursday March 10, 2016
Thursday May 12, 2016
Thursday April 14, 2016
Thursday June 9, 2016
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